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death-row prisoners have been exonerated of
all charges related to the wrongful convictions
that had put them on death row. We cannot
continue to employ a system of punishment
that has such a high risk of taking innocent
life.

The United States stands out among our al-
lies and other democracies in its use of the
death penalty. Many of our allies consider it a
gross violation of human rights. Defending
human rights abuses abroad has been a key
pillar of U.S. foreign policy, but the continued
use of the death penalty at home undermines
our global standing and enables other coun-
tries to criticize other diplomatic efforts.

Under the Trump Administration’s Depart-
ment of Justice, executions of federal death-
row prisoners have recently resumed for the
first time since 20083. In the midst of our cur-
rent public health crisis, the Department of
Justice has executed more people in six
months than the total number executed over
the previous six decades.

Most Americans know that the death penalty
does not represent justice in our country. It is
cruel, inhumane, arbitrary and clearly discrimi-
natory. It is time for us to finally abolish the
death penalty.

————

CONDEMNING THE JANUARY 6TH
ATTACK ON THE CAPITOL

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 19, 2021

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
outrage and sadness at the insurrection and
attempted coup we saw in this very building
on January 6. There is no doubt this attack
was instigated by President Trump and re-
sponsibility for the violence rests with him and
his supporters who ransacked the People’s
House.

I'd like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing statement from my constituents, the
Youngstown Warren Black Caucus write:

The Youngstown Warren Black Caucus is
outraged by the act of domestic terrorists at
our nations’ Capitol Building yesterday. Al-
though we are angry and saddened, we agree
with our 44th President Barack Obama’s
statement that it was not a total surprise.

Donald Trump and many Republican mem-
bers of Congress who attempted to disenfran-
chise the votes of 81 million citizens have
been encouraging insurrection by their vot-
ers. Even after multiple recounts, legal de-
feats, and explanation of the constitution
and how elections are run, Trump continued
to spout lies about the election that he lost.
He and his personal attorney Rudy Giuliani
have been telling their supporters for 2
months that the election was fraudulent and
that there was a chance they could change
the outcome if people just complained, pro-
tested, and demanded they won knowing full
well the outcome could not be changed.
While the majority of the nation understood
that was untrue, their most loyal supporters
believed them. For his final act of defiance
to democracy, Trump invited thousands of
supporters to DC yesterday for a rally and
march to the Capitol building to ‘‘stop the
steal”” before Congress would certify the
Electoral College votes that have already
been certified by every state in the nation.
Sadly, they listened to the instructions of
these liars and our nations’ Capitol building
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was breached for the first time since the War
of 1812.

Besides the obvious need to punish anyone
who broke the law, we believe those who in-
cited this insurrection must be held account-
able for the betrayal to our nation. That in-
cludes Trump and members of Congress who
attempted to throw out the results of the
presidential election and Insurrection is a
criminal act which is why we join the
NAACP, Urban League, and National Action
Network in calling for the resignation or re-
moval of Donald Trump. He is anything but
a patriot.

Last, but certainly not least, our members
are appalled by the continued disparate
treatment by law enforcement between
white and black Americans. Back in June of
2020 a peaceful protest by Black Lives Matter
demonstrators outside the White House was
charged by numerous law enforcement enti-
ties to clear a block so that Trump could
walk across the street and hold a Bible up-
side down outside a neighborhood church.
Conversely, the angry mob of thousands of
rioters were met with little resistance. Some
Capitol police held the doors open for the ri-
oters, others took pictures with them as
they headed towards Congressional Cham-
bers and offices to vandalize, steal, and de-
stroy federal property.

The event made it painfully clear that
there are 2 justice systems in America. One
for black and brown people and their white
allies, and a separate one for domestic ter-
rorists who embrace white supremacy. It is
ridiculous that we are still having this con-
versation 245 years after the founding of this
nation. America must live up to her promise
of ‘“‘and justice for all.”

| thank the Capitol Police and other law en-
forcement personnel for their work to protect
Members and all who work in the Capitol
Complex. However, it is obvious that there
were systematic breakdowns in security that
need to be addressed. We must get to the
bottom of these breakdowns and prevent them
from ever happening again.

HONORING KRISTINE SVINICKI

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 19, 2021

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and enthusiasm that | take a few
moments to recognize the tremendous career
of public service of Ms. Kristine Svinicki, who
recently announced that she will step down
later this month as Chair of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission.

As the Representative of Idaho’s Second
Congressional District and Chair and Ranking
Member of the House Energy and Water Ap-
propriations subcommittee, | have spent my
career advocating for the expanded use of
safe and reliable nuclear energy. In that effort,
| had the distinct pleasure to work closely with
Kristine in a number of capacities, and like ev-
eryone else who has worked with her, | found
her to be a consummate professional and
dedicated public servant.

After graduating from the University of
Michigan with a degree in nuclear engineering,
Kristine’s career led her to the Department of
Energy’s Office of Nuclear Energy and the Of-
fice of Civilian Radioactive Waste Manage-
ment. Her time with DOE also included a stop
at the Department’s Idaho Operation Office in
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Idaho Falls. Kristine was later detailed by the
DOE to the U.S,Senate where she supported
Idaho Senator Latty Craig on a variety of en-
ergy issues. After a stint with the Senate
Armed Services Committee, in 2007 President
George W. Bush nominated Kristine to serve
as a Commissioner on the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and in 2017, President Donald J.
Trump designated her as Chairman.

During her three terms at the NRC, Kristine
brought unparalleled knowledge, passion and
leadership to her work. Kristine never came to
a meeting unprepared, and | always left hear-
ings and meetings with her impressed by her
insights and persuasiveness.

As the nuclear industry has faced chal-
lenges, the federal government has worked to
support the current fleet of reactors as appro-
priate, to modernize the regulatory process to
allow advanced reactor technologies to enter
the market and to right-size the staff at the
NRC. In all of those issues, Commissioner
and Chairman Svinicki brought a steady hand
and a constructive “let's get to work” attitude
to the process.

Chairman Svinicki's commitment to public
service has been exceptional and she is a role
model for those who want to serve our gov-
ernment and make an impact in a positive
way. Kristine blazed her own trail, and she will
leave behind scores of friends, colleagues and
coworkers who will miss her intellect, her com-
mitment to public service and her wry sense of
humor.

While Kristine was born and raised in Michi-
gan, we in Idaho like to claim her as one of
our own. | am so proud of all Kristine has ac-
complished, and more importantly how she did
it. On behalf of so many grateful Americans, |
want to say thank you to Kristine for her serv-
ice and extend my best wishes in the future.

———

OPPOSITION TO H. RES. 21

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 19, 2021

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to H. Res. 21 and its invocation
for Vice President MIKE PENCE to activate Sec-
tion 4 of the 25th Amendment.

The Resolution appears to be ill-conceived,
vindictive and disassociated from any factual
basis. There is no medical, scientific or other
evidence that the President is operating under
an infirmity that prevents the faithful execution
of our laws. Indeed, no one even so much as
asked for such evidence. No independent
medical exam was sought. No interviews of
cabinet members or testimony was proffered
where one or more cabinet members could
have presumably attested to some medical or
physical infirmity warranting immediate inter-
vention.

While it is true the President has his detrac-
tors, almost all of whom support this ill-ad-
vised resolution, attacking one’s political oppo-
nents by invoking the most dramatic and
emergency based provisions in the Constitu-
tion is reckless and poses serious harm to the
Republic. Unfortunately, as it has been
brought to the floor, the political bar has been
lowered. | voted no as there is no merit to it
and it is plainly a vengeful attack at the out-
going President who has been vilified by leftist
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media and others. | remain concerned that this
provision will be brought up against the next
president, and the next, and the next, for mere
political opportunism.

Indeed, in light of the incoming president’s
age and existing infirmities, | fear a movement
to remove him without just cause using this
provision. | am told that Mr. Biden won the
presidency in the greatest popular vote on
record in the history of the United States. To
me that means the American people knew
what they were voting on, embraced him as
their choice, and that choice should not be
easily disturbed, if ever. More concisely, the
American people were well aware of Mr.
Biden’s age and health issues and that cannot
be used as a pretext to remove him before the
natural expiration of his term. This historic vic-
tory, greater than the then-historic victory of
Obama, cannot be tarnished by congressional
machinations to remove the next president. |
will not countenance such villainy, nor will the
Republic.

Invocation of the 25th Amendment should
be used in the rarest and most exceptional cir-
cumstances. That does not exist relative to
President Trump, and none was even whis-
pered. And it does not, and will not, exist for
President Biden. | go on record now to reg-
ister my objection to such loose talk, including
the formation of a commission to “investigate”
the 25th Amendment. This is dangerous. It is
breezy talk, a bit too comfortable about remov-
ing elected officials to replace them. That is
the sole prerogative of the people every four
years.

Section 4 of the 25th Amendment address-
es an incapacitated President unable to make
the decision to relinquish their duties. As the
current president is not incapacitated, the cur-
rent effort falls far short. Laughingly short. Im-
probably short. Ridiculously short.

| restate my call for civility. | call for unity.
| ask the leftists here, the socialists who want
to deconstruct this great Nation, to stop the
nonsense and join with me in building our
country, not tearing it down. | condemn the vi-
olence we saw all over the United States from
May to the present, from Portland to Wash-
ington, D.C., led by domestic terrorist organi-
zations like Black Lives Matter and the pro-
fascist, protocommunist Antifa. | call out the ri-
oters at the Capitol last week and condemn
their violation of our House proceedings, in-
deed directly stopping me from conducting
House business. My request for a remand for
the state legislature to double check electoral
integrity lost cosponsors and lost immediacy
because of the violence that day. | thank the
overwhelmed Capitol Police.

Unlike some of my colleagues, | note my
long-term support for our police. It is not a
fashion for me, as it is others, who condemn
police and seek to defund it on one day, and
then after feeling scared and vulnerable, call
for more police. | remain consistent in my sup-
port for ethical law enforcement. | wish they
had back up that day and were able to arrest
and stop any incursion. The leftists in this
body have brow beaten our law enforcement
to such a degree the rules of engagement are
not known to even themselves. All law en-
forcement knows is one mistake and they are
cancelled. It does not have to be that way. It
should not be that way.

For these reasons, Madam Speaker, | stand
in opposition of the resolution and the invoca-
tion of the 25th Amendment and | voted No.
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Now, more than ever, God bless these United
States.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT AND
LIFE’S WORK OF HARLEY
FRANKEL

HON. DEBRA A. HAALAND

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 19, 2021

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague, Congressman TED
LIEU, to honor his constituent and life-long
education champion, Harley Frankel. We join
his friends and family in celebrating his retire-
ment from College Match, Harley’s non-profit
that assists low-income students with applying
to and excelling in college.

After a career in public service, Harley
founded College Match in 2003 after wit-
nessing the steep hurdles his son faced while
applying to college. As a first-generation col-
lege student himself, Harley realized that the
grueling and time-consuming application proc-
ess presented far more consequential barriers
to students in overcrowded schools who often
lack built-in support, financial safety nets, and
adequate college guidance. Following this re-
alization, College Match was born, accommo-
dating 40 students in just its first year. The
program has ballooned to nearly 600 students
accepted annually, each receiving one-on-one
guidance from trained college counselors, SAT
prep, tutoring, assistance with college applica-
tions and essays, and college campus visits.
In the past 6 years, 95 percent of College
Match’s students have been admitted to a
U.S. News and World Report Top 50 college
or university, and 70 percent were admitted to
a Top 25 school.

Harley’s students have deemed him their
“fairy godfather’—a reliably approachable,
friendly, and caring figure determined to help
put them on the college path they deserve but
would otherwise be out of reach. Harley’s
powerful impact on students across Los Ange-
les makes me think of my own academic ca-
reer and the tremendous challenges | faced
completing my undergraduate, and later my
law degree as a single mother. No one ever
told me to go to college, let alone guided me
through the intimidating college application
process. The education | received changed
my life and put me on the path to serving in
Congress. Every student determined to suc-
ceed should have that opportunity, regardless
of their background or financial limitations, and
Harley’s work has helped to make that hap-
pen.

A born change maker, Harley’s tangible im-
pact on his students will last lifetimes. Even
more profound is his organization’s direct chal-
lenging of the unfair obstacles that prevent
some of our country’s brightest minds from
reaching their full potential. It is an honor to
witness the monumental work College Match
is leading. Congressman LIEU and | thank Har-
ley for his life’s commitment to uplifting our fu-
ture leaders.
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HONORING COUNCILMEMBER JOHN
DELL’OSSO

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 19, 2021

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Cotati City
Councilmember John Del’Osso for his three
terms of distinguished service. Our community
is deeply grateful for his leadership and advo-
cacy and congratulates him on a well-de-
served retirement.

A resident of Cotati since 1986,
Councilmember DellOsso has established
himself as a pillar of our community. A Na-
tional Park Ranger by profession, he worked
at Point Reyes National Seashore for more
than 35 years, serving as Chief of Interpreta-
tion and Resource Education and later as
Public Information Officer until his retirement
in 2019. In recognition of his exemplary efforts
in this capacity, he was awarded the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior's National Partners in
Conservation Award in 2009 and the National
Achieving Relevance Award in 2016.

Throughout his tenure in city government,
Councilmember Del’Osso has shown himself
to be a leader among leaders. In addition to
serving three terms as Cotati’'s Mayor, he sat
as Chair of the Sonoma County Mayors and
Councilmembers Association in 2014, offering
sage advice and wisdom to public leaders
from across our community. A steadfast sup-
porter of parks and open spaces, and an avid
bird watcher, Councilmember DellOsso distin-
guished himself as an ally to conservationists
in the city and beyond. As a strong advocate
for public service, he has no doubt inspired
many others to follow in his footsteps and fight
for environmental stewardship, safer neighbor-
hoods, and a stronger economy.

Aside from his professional and political life,
he has also devoted himself to philanthropic
causes. Councilmember DellOsso has given
his time to numerous social benefit organiza-
tions, including stints as a board member of
both the Rancho Cotate High School Gradua-
tion Project and Friends of the San Pablo Bay
National Wildlife Refuge. These pursuits fur-
ther evidence his selfless dedication to our
community.

Madam Speaker, the City of Cotati is in-
debted to Councilmember John DellOsso for
his years of diligent public service. It is there-
fore fitting and proper that we honor him here
today.

IMPEACHING DONALD JOHN
TRUMP, PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES, FOR HIGH

CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS

SPEECH OF

HON. ANGIE CRAIG

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2021

Ms. CRAIG. Madam Speaker, last week, the
United States Capitol was attacked and defiled
by insurrectionists. These criminals killed a
Capitol Police officer and wounded many more
in a brazen attack not only on this building,
but on American Democracy itself.
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